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G A R D E N  C I T Y   M I D D L E  S C H O O L  N E W S  

                                                                                                        Fall 2003 

 

Principal’s Message 
 
Do all the good you can, 
By all the means you can, 
In all the ways you can, 
In all the places you can, 
At all the times you can. 
                                           --  Anon 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
I trust that both you and your child have had a wonderful start with the new school year!  
Hopefully, by now, the anxiety associated with the start of school has turned into the 
comfort of successfully meeting its day-by-day challenges.    
 
As parents, we understand that adults of real value, who are truly successful, are those 
who demonstrate knowledge, kindness, wisdom and ethical behavior.   We want our 
children to develop these qualities – that is, to have well-rounded lives that demonstrate 
our highest hopes for them.   We understand that to accomplish this we need to help 
them re-focus on how we treat others, maintain a standard of integrity, personal honor, 
act with kindness and ethical behavior – in this way, we set the stage for their true 
success.    
 
The research is very clear – those who are most successful in life are not those that only 
achieve the highest grades.  The highest success comes to those who have strong 
grades and work well with others.  It is the students that participate in student 
government, play on teams, are active in clubs and/or community groups, who are the 
ones most likely to reach great success in life.  So, it is not only the right way to act, it is 
also the most functional way to act.    
 
Within this light, as middle school educators assisting students towards success, we 
affirm that we are first teachers of children, and secondly teachers of subject matter.  
We will treat our students as we wish others to treat our own children.  We will lead by 
example.  We will have higher expectations for all children.  We will speak with our 
students with kindness and sensitivity.  We will model respectful, ethical and caring 
behaviors.  We will remain current with educational research.  We will address multiple 
learning styles in our classrooms to better ensure that every child has opportunities to 
meet with success.   We will meet both the academic and affective needs of our 
students.  We will meet the needs of high achieving students and those that need 
additional support.   
 
In short, we will work in partnership with you to ensure that all of our students develop 
into well-rounded men and women that are truly successful.  
 
Sincerely, 
Peter Osroff 
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Update: 
 
Restructuring Update: 
 
We are very pleased to report that our new programs have started 
wonderfully this school year.  Teaming, support classes, and elective 
classes have started with rave reviews from teachers and students.  
We look forward to further improving these new programs. 
 
 
September 11th Commemoration: 
 
On September 11th at 8:46AM the following announcement was 
made: 
 
Good morning to all members of our school community. 
This is Mr. Osroff.  As we are all so awfully aware, today, September 
11th, is the second anniversary of a day which will be forever etched 
into our memories.   
 
Recently, the former mayor of New York, Rudy Giuliani, shared his 
thoughts on this painful anniversary.  
 
"Two years ago, the people of New York showed the world how 
strong and courageous they are. What gives New Yorkers that 
strength and courage is the fact that we are Americans. We live in 
freedom and are capable of amazing deeds when called upon to 
protect that freedom. September 11, 2001, will be forever 
remembered as one of the worst days in the history of New York City. 
But it was also one of the city's greatest days, and indeed one of the 
country's greatest days. From the rescue personnel who rushed in, to 
the acts of personal heroism in which thousands assisted colleagues 
and strangers alike, this tragedy allowed the whole world to see the 
resilience of America's spirit. As we continue to heal, let us remember 
forever both the horror of the awful acts perpetrated on us, as well as 
the strength and courage showed by Americans everywhere."  
I would add to Mayor Giuliani's powerful words the following thoughts: 
Our hearts go out to those in our school community who lost a loved 
one on this terrible date, or who lost someone dear under any 
circumstance.     
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We pray for the safe return of our brave men and women in harm's 
way -- those that defend us overseas in Iraq and Afghanistan.  We 
support and thank them for their selfless sacrifice on behalf of each 
one of us.   For those that made the ultimate sacrifice, we mourn their 
passing as we honor their memory.   
And, we offer thanks to the unsung heroes -- those who on a daily 
basis face danger on our behalf -- our policemen and firemen.  
So, at this time, please join me in a minute of silent reflection in 
recognition of the solemnity of this day: 
(One minute of Silence)  
May we all have a peaceful day.   
Thank you.  
 
Loss of School Family Member Andrew Palmeri: 
 
We mourn the passing of our school family member Andrew Palmeri.  
Our prayers go out to his family and friends.  May they be comforted 
knowing how loved he was and by how many feel blessed for having 
known him.  He will be greatly missed.   
 
Loss of School Family Member Peter Mirabile 
 
We mourn the loss of our former student Peter Mirabile who passed 
away following a long illness.  Our faculty members remember him 
with great fondness.  Our prayers go out to his family during this 
difficult time.   
 
Middle States Accreditation Process: 
 
This school year, we will lay the foundation for our accreditation by 
the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools.   
 
What is accreditation?  As stated by the Middle States Association 
(MSA): 
 

 “Accreditation is the affirmation that a school provides a 
quality of education that the community has a right to 
expect and the education world endorses.  Accreditation is 
a means of showing confidence in a school’s 
performance.” 
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We will earn our accreditation by meeting a series of prescribed 
qualitative standards set by the MSA within the terms of the stated 
philosophy, goals and objectives we set for Garden City Middle 
School.  Some of the benefits the accreditation process will provide 
us with include: 
 

• Greater clarity of purpose 
• Stronger internal relationships 
• Wider professional participation 
• More effective methods of planning for school 

improvement 
• Improved consistency between educational purpose 

and practice 
 
We look forward to even better meeting the needs of students 
through this process. 
 
 
 
Intramural Program: 
 
As you likely have already noticed, we have some exciting new 
changes in our intramural program: 
 
Co-ed Groupings:  We will no longer designate specific activities by 
gender.  If a girl wants to play baseball, she should!  If a boy wants to 
learn how to dance, great!  
 
Also, we will offer baseball as an intramural activity for 7th and 8th 
grade students this year.   Since our fields are free before school, we 
will be able to ensure that every boy or girl (!) that wishes to play 
baseball will have this opportunity.   
 
Our enhanced middle school Web page contains up-to-date 
information on our intramural offerings and schedule. 
 
 
Department Grading Policies:   
 
If you have a 7th or 8th grader, you will find the grading policies of 
each department on our Web page.  Every teacher is expected to 
have his/her grades conform to the department’s guideline.   
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Sixth Grade – Grades, Final Exams and Midterms: 
 
For report card grades for sixth graders, we will continue with our 
prior practice in which students receive a grade for each quarter that 
will NOT be averaged together for a final year grade.  In other words, 
the student’s fourth quarter grade will only be for work completed 
during that quarter.   
 
However, we will implement a change regarding final exams.  Prior 
practice in sixth grade counted the final exam for over thirty-three 
percent of the final quarter’s grade.  In other words, a student with a 
fourth quarter average of over 80 could still fail the final quarter if he/she 
failed just one (final) exam.   This is not educationally sound practice for 
sixth grade children.  Younger students should be graded on their level 
of achievement throughout the school year rather than on how well they 
do on just one exam.  

However, we need to incrementally prepare our students for the high 
stakes cumulative exams they will face in eighth grade.  Additionally, 
standardized departmental exams across the entire sixth grade ensure 
that every cluster/team covers our school’s required curriculum. 

Therefore, in order to better meet the transitional needs of our sixth 
grade students, we will institute a mid-point benchmark exam (mid-term) 
and an end-point (final) benchmark exam.   The mid-point benchmark 
will cover the curriculum for the first half of the school year.  The end-
point benchmark will cover the curriculum for the second half of the 
school year.  These grade-wide benchmark exams will be weighted the 
same as the other exams given that quarter (2nd and 4th).   We anticipate 
that sixth grade students will receive four or five exams within each 
quarter.     

Again, this change will provide our students with (transitional) training for 
later high stake exams, prevent undue pressure at this developmental 
age, and ensure that every student receives the same quality curriculum 
throughout the school year.   

 
Friday Evening Recreation Program: 
 
We anticipate starting our Friday Evening Recreation Program this 
upcoming November 7th and continue with it through February, 2004.   
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Sixth grade students will start off the program on November 7th and 
the 7th/8th grade students are scheduled for the following Friday, 
November 14th.  This alternating Friday schedule will continue 
through February, 2004.   So, 6th grade and 7th/8th students will each 
meet for approximately two Fridays each month. Further information 
will be forthcoming from our Recreation Coordinator, Mrs. Dorothy 
Burke.  We are pleased to be able to offer our students a safe, 
supervised and fun program.    
 
 
BRAVE Program Update: 
 
In the news, research has been released that confirms the usefulness 
of our anti-bullying approach.   Recently, reporters from channels 7, 
12 and 55 visited our school to ask our seventh grade students their 
views on the BRAVE (Bully Reduction Anti Violence Education 
program of the LIJ-North Shore’s Mental Health Alliance) program 
they undertook last school year.  The students explained the 
program’s basic approach and how it has improved interpersonal 
relationships within their grade. 
 
This is a multiyear, research based program that aims at changing 
the culture within a school.  Traditionally, anti-bullying programs 
focused on the bully and victim – punishing the bully and supporting 
the child that is victimized.   However, the research shows that this 
alone is insufficient – most bullying takes place outside the eyes and 
ears of adults and is often more subtle.  Only when we help students 
identify the many types of bullying behavior, create and nurture 
empathy for the child being bullied, and then empower the bystanders 
to intervene with appropriate techniques, is there a reduction in 
bullying coupled with a change in school culture.  The key is in the 
transformation of our school culture into one that does not tolerate 
bullying from peers.  Once the culture is rejecting of bullying, bullying 
is reduced.   
 
Our current sixth graders will start the program this year as our 
current seventh graders undertake year two of the program.  We are 
making the multiyear commitment to changing the culture of our 
school. 
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Social Skills (after School) Groups: 
 
Our after-school social skills groups will soon be re-starting.  Our 
program is being fully redesigned with intensive input from outside 
consultant specialists.  Students will have ample opportunities to use 
their improved skills within regular social settings.    So, if you have a 
child that is socially uncomfortable and needs extra assistance, 
please speak with his/her counselor to determine if this is a program 
that may meet your child’s needs.   The school advisors are Mr. Phil 
Jermain and Mrs. Pat Reeves.    
 
 
Club Schedule and Intramural Sports Schedule: 
 
Please be sure to check our Web site for the latest club and 
intramural schedule.  Also, our Athletic Coordinator, Linda Backer will 
be happy to answer any of your questions.   
 
 
Athletic Events Schedule: 
 
Please note that the athletic schedule on our Web site is updated 
throughout the day to reflect any changes in athletic events and 
practices.  So, if you’re unsure if a game or practice is cancelled due 
to weather, please check our Web site.   
 
 
Grading Format: 
 
Elective Classes will NOT count for cumulative average 
purposes and will be graded on a 1 – 4 scale: 
 
1 – Needs Improvement (D – F equivalent) 
2 – Satisfactory (C equivalent)  
3 – Highly Proficient (B equivalent) 
4 – Mastery (A equivalent) 
 
Support classes will have no mark (“NM”) entered on report 
cards; however, support teachers will enter comments on 
interim “Progress Reports” and the regular “Report Cards.”   
 
Physical education will continue to be graded pass/fail. 
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Sixth grade art will continue to be graded pass/fail. 
 
State required classes (English, math, science, social studies, 
world languages, art, music, technology, health, and home and 
careers) will continue with their prior grading format of numeric 
grades.  These grades WILL count for cumulative average 
purposes.   
 
All teachers will follow their department’s grading policy. 
 
 
Our Home on the Web – It’s Not Just Homework Any Longer: 
 
We continue to implement improvements and new categories on 
our Web site.  Please regularly view them at: 
 
http://middleschool.gardencity.k12.ny.us/ 
 

Scheduling of Classroom Exams: 

As noted in our prior newsletter, whenever practical, teams may not 
schedule more than one examination in a teamed subject (English, 
math, social studies and sience) on a given school day.   

Non-teamed classes (art, technology, electives, health, home and 
careers, world languages) will continue to have exams dispersed on a 
Day 1/Day 2 schedule.    Please note below: 

Day One:  technology, health and art 

Day Two:  world language, and home & careers 

 

Middle School Calendar: 

Again, please remember that our monthly calendar is available every 
month on our Web page even if there is no newsletter for that month. 

 

Frequently Asked Questions: 

Q.  My child is having a problem with another child on the bus.  
Whom do I call? 
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The first person to contact is almost always your child’s guidance 
counselor.   The counselor will appropriately intervene, and if needed, 
refer the problem to the Transportation Department, or an administrator 
or dean. 

Q.  I have questions or concerns regarding my child’s bus route.  
Whom do I call?   

The district’s Transportation Office may be reached at 483-9297.   

Q.  I have a concern regarding a teacher.  To whom do I speak? 

As a general rule, over 95% of issues are resolved when the parent 
speaks directly with the teacher.  So, whenever possible, always reach 
out first to the classroom teacher.  If, after you communicate with the 
teacher, there are still unresolved issues, please contact an assistant 
principal.  Of course, if an issue is not resolved at this level, please feel 
free to contact the principal directly.   

AP Madeline Cairns AP Stephen Kimmel AP Jean Miccio 

English/Reading 

Library/Media 

Health 

Physical Education 

Guidance 

Grade Six 

Math, Science & Tech 

Fine & Practical Arts 

Music 

Special Education 

World Languages 

Social Studies 

 

Q.  Another child has been bullying my son/daughter.  To whom do I 
speak?  

A. If the incident(s) is serious and may require disciplinary 
intervention, please contact the dean for your child’s grade: 

Dean Lee Bell AP Madeline Cairns AP Jean Miccio 

Grade Six Grade Seven Grade Eight 

 
 
ATTENDANCE PROCEDURES: 
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We receive a number of calls asking about our attendance 
procedures.  Hopefully the following will answer all your questions. 
 

Q. What do I do if my child is ill? 
 
 A. If your child is ill, you should call the attendance office on 

294-3065 by 8:30 A.M. to report the absence.  Someone 
is available to answer your call beginning at 7:30 A.M.  
Should you need to call before that time, you can leave a 
message on the answering machine clearly stating your 
child’s name and grade. 

 
Q. What do I do if my child is going to be late? 

 
 A. If you know your child is going to be late, you should 

advise the attendance office on 294-3065 by 8:30 A.M.  
When your child comes in, he/she should bring a note to 
the main office advising us of the reason for the lateness. 
There they can obtain a pass to go to class. 

 
 Q. What do I do if my child needs to leave early? 
  
 A. If your child needs to leave school early, he/she needs to 

bring a note to the attendance office prior to homeroom 
stating the time and reason for early dismissal. 

 
 Q. What should I do if my child needs to leave school 

early and someone other than the legal guardian will 
be picking him/her up? 

 
 A. If your child is leaving school early and is going to be 

picked up by someone other than the legal guardian, it 
should be stated in the request to leave early letter, the 
name of the person picking up your child and their 
relationship to your child.  We cannot release your child 
without your permission. 

 
If you have any questions regarding the above or any other 
attendance questions, please feel free to call the main office at 294-
3065 and we will be glad to be of assistance. 
 
 
Upcoming Showcase of Our Students Artwork: 
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A wonderful tradition in the town of Garden City is Homecoming 
Weekend along with a fabulous art show that takes place at the 7th 
Street offices of Dougall Fraser, a long time real estate broker in town. 

Our students’ artwork, done by aspiring young artists at the middle 
school, is always a favorite at this show and their work will be on display 
October 31 and November 1.  Dougall Fraser also provides a reception 
for the students with food, prizes and photos as a tribute to their 
creativity!  We all look forward to this exciting showcase and invite the 
community to share in the joy of looking at children’s’ art.   

 
Garden City Middle School -  New Faculty Members – 2003-04: 
 
We welcome the new staff members that joined our middle 
school this school year: 
 
Stephen Kimmel - Assistant Principal -  
 
Stephen Kimmel has a B.S. in accounting, an M.S. in instructional 
technology from the New York Institute of Technology and a PD in 
educational administration from C. W. Post College.  Mr. Kimmel 
served as an assistant principal at John F. Kennedy High School, 
Plainview, NY from August 2000 to the present.  He was an 
administrative assistant at Syosset High School from March 1996 
until August 2000 and taught business education at Syosset High 
School from September 1988 through March 1996.  Mr. Kimmel has 
permanent New York State certification as School District 
Administrator, School Administrator and Supervisor and Business 
and Distributive Education 7-12.   
 
Jean Miccio               -  Assistant Principal   -  
 
Jean Miccio has a BA in Italian from SUNY at Stony Brook, a MS 
from SUNY New Paltz in Elementary Education, and a PD from 
SUNY New Paltz in Education Administration.  She served as 
assistant principal at Garden City High School before transferring to 
the middle school.  Before that Ms. Micchio served as assistant 
principal at John Jay High School in Duchess County.   
 
Martha Boonshaft - Music   -   
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Martha Boonshaft has a B.A. in music education and a M.S. in 
educational administration and supervision from the University of 
Hartford.  Ms. Boonshaft served as a music teacher at Hewlett-
Woodmere UFSD since 1999 and was the director of music at New 
Fairfield Public Schools, New Fairfield, Connecticut, as well as the 
director of instructional music at Moravian College, Pennsylvania.  
She has permanent New York State certification in music K-12.   
 
Karen Castoro - Mathematics   -   
 
Karen Castoro has a B.S. in mathematics from Adelphi University and 
an M.S. in education from Queens College.  Ms. Castoro has served 
as a mathematics teacher at Wellington C. Mepham High School 
since 1997.  She has permanent New York State certification in 
mathematics 7-12.   
 
 
Sarah Cooney - Social Studies   -   
 
Sarah Cooney has a B.A. in history and an M.S. in secondary 
education from Hofstra University.  Ms. Cooney served as a teacher 
assistant at A.G. Berner Middle School, Massapequa, NY from 
September 2002-January 2003 and did her student teaching in the 
Plainview Old-Bethpage School District during the spring of 2003.  
Her provisional New York State certification in social studies 7-12 is 
pending.   
 
Jonathan Daniels - School Media Specialist -  
 
Jonathan Daniels has a B.A. in history from Hofstra University and an 
M.L.S. in library science from C.W. Post College.  Mr. Daniels has 
been a library media specialist in the Mt. Sinai School District since 
September 2001.  He was a paraprofessional in the R.C. Murphy 
Junior High School library from September 2000 through August 
2001.  Mr. Daniels has provisional New York State certification as a 
school media specialist K-12.   
 
Dennis DeMille - Social Studies   -   
 
Dennis DeMille has a B.A. and an M.A. in history education from 
SUNY Stony Brook.  Mr. DeMille has been a collaborative teacher at 
Oceanside High School since September 2002.  He has provisional 
New York State certification in social studies 7-12.   
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Annemarie Dumar - English   -   
 
Annemarie Dumar has a B.A. in English from Siena College and an 
M.S. in reading from the College of St. Rose.  Ms. Dumar has served 
as a teacher of English at Saratoga Springs Senior High School, 
Richard O’Rourke Middle School and Burnt Hills, NY and J. Taylor 
Finley Middle School.  She has provisional New York State 
certification in English 7-12 and reading K-12.   
 
Erica Fregosi  - Social Studies  -   
 
Erica Fregosi has a B.A. in history and an M.Ed. in secondary 
education from Lehigh University.  Ms. Fregosi student taught at 
Shawnee Middle School, Easton, Pennsylvania and Broughal Middle 
School, Bethlehem, Pennsylvania and was a substitute teacher at 
Nassau BOCES from June 2001 through January 2003.  Her 
provisional New York State certification in social studies 7-12 is 
pending.  Ms. Fregosi is being assigned to the Middle School 
replacing Thomas Snipe who retired. 
 
David Hakes  - Elementary Education  -  
 
David Hakes has a B.S. in elementary education/early social studies 
and an M.S. in education curriculum from SUNY Cortland.  Mr. Hakes 
served as an elementary education teacher in the Westmoreland 
Central School District since 1996.  He has permanent New York 
State certification in elementary education N-6 and social studies 7-
12.   
 
Michele Ingoglia - Guidance   -   
 
Michele Ingoglia has a B.A. in psychology and an M.S. in counseling 
from St. John’s University.  Ms. Ingoglia served as a guidance 
counselor at North Shore Middle School, Glen Head, New York, since 
July 1999.  She has permanent New York State certification as 
school counselor.   
 
Lauren Liotta - English   -   
 
Lauren Liotta has a B.A. in English and an M.A. in secondary 
education from Adelphi University.  Ms. Liotta student taught at the 
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Garden City schools during the spring 2003 semester.  She has 
provisional New York State certification in English 7-12.   
 
Stephen Mayo                 -         Music                  MS/HS 
 
Stephen Mayo holds a Bachelor of Music in Music Education from the 
University of Dayton.  He has additional extensive music coursework 
from NYU and the University of Virginia, belongs to several 
professional associations,  and has received several prestigious 
recognitions from  professional associations.  He presently serves 
both in the high school and middle school.                       
 
Eric Mordhorst - Music    -   
 
Eric Mordhorst has a B.S. in music education from Hofstra University.  
Mr. Mordhorst served as director of instrumental music at Lawrence 
Woodmere Academy since September 2002 and was band director 
(leave replacement) at Farmingdale Public Schools during the spring 
of 2002.  He has provisional New York State certification in music K-
12.   
 
Patricia Muller - Family & Consumer Science -  MS/HS 
 
Patricia Muller has a B.S. in home economics from College 
Misericordia, Dallas, Pennsylvania.  Ms. Muller has been a part-time 
family and consumer science teacher at the High School since 
February 2003.  She has provisional New York State certification in 
home economics 7-12.   
 
Jennifer Novack - Speech  -   
 
Jennifer Novack has a B.S. in psychology from LeMoyne College and 
an M.A. in speech/language pathology from C.W. Post College.  Ms. 
Novack served as a speech/language pathologist in New York City 
Board of Education, North Flushing, New York from January 2001 to 
present and was a special education teacher at Marion E. Wiles 
House, Great Neck from September 1999 to October 2000 and at 
Great Neck South Middle School from September 1995 to June 1999.  
She has permanent New York State certification in speech and 
hearing handicapped K-12 and provisional New York State 
certification in special education K-12.   
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Tina Othman              -    Speech                      -        MS/HS 
 
Tina Othman has a BS in communication disorders and sciences 
from SUNY at Genesco and a MA in communication disorders and 
sciences from Hofstra University.   She holds a Certificate of Clinical 
Competence from the American Speech Language Association and 
provisional NYS certification as teacher of speech and hearing 
handicapped.      
 
Patricia Reeves - Special Education -   
     
Patricia Reeves has a B.A. in human resources from Pace University 
and an M.S. in special education from Long Island University, C.W. 
Post College.  Ms. Reeves served as a special education teacher at 
Education Assistance Center, Port Washington, NY from 1980-83, 
the Nassau Center for Developmentally Disabled, Woodbury, NY 
from 1977-78 and was a substitute teacher at Garden City Middle 
School for the 2002-03 school year.  She has permanent New York 
State certification in special education K-12 and elementary 
education N-6.   
   
TaraAnn Roth-Ramos  -      Special Education (part-time)   
 
TaraAnn Roth-Ramos has a B.S. in special education and elementary 
education and an M.S. in education of the deaf from Adelphi 
University and certification in administration from College of New 
Rochelle.  Ms. Roth-Ramos served as a teacher of the deaf at Mill 
Neck Manor School for the Deaf from 1994-present as well as at St. 
Francis deSales School for the Deaf, Brooklyn, NY from 1989-1993.  
She has permanent New York State certification in special education 
K-12, elementary education N-6 and education of the deaf K-12.    
 
Barbara Sazani   -        Special Education 
 
Barbara Sazini holds a BS in elementary education and special 
education from SUNY Albany.  She also holds an MS in special 
education from LIU, C.W. Post Campus.   Ms. Sazani transferred to 
the middle school this school year.     
 
 
 
Donna Scarola - World Languages   
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Donna Scarola has a B.A. in Spanish from Queens College.  Ms. 
Scarola served as a permanent substitute world language teacher at 
the Garden City Middle School during the 2002-2003 school year.  
She has experience as a world language teacher at St. John’s 
Preparatory High School, Archbishop Molloy High School and St. 
Anne’s Elementary School.  She holds provisional New York State 
certification in Spanish 7-12.   
 
Denise Sherman -  Mathematics -   
 
Denise Sherman has a B.S. and an M.S. in education from St. John’s 
University.  Ms. Sherman served as a mathematics teacher at M.S. 
172Q in Bayside and at the Oceanside Middle School.  She has 
provisional New York State certification mathematics 7-12, 
elementary education N-6, special education K-12, and chemistry 7-
12.   
 
Alison Tully  - Special Education  -  
 
Alison Tully has a B.A. in psychology and special education from 
Marist College and an M.A. in education from Adelphi University.  Ms. 
Tully served as a special education teacher at Howard T. Herber 
Middle School, Malverne, since September 2001.  She has 
provisional New York State certification in special education K-12 and 
elementary education N-6.   
 
Alison Vitucci - Social Studies   -   
 
Alison Vitucci has a B.A. in history and an M.A. in education from 
Adelphi University.  Ms. Vitucci was a social studies teacher at 
William H. Carr Junior High School, Whitestone, New York since 
1996.  She has permanent New York State certification in social 
studies 7-12.   
 
Melissa Wolk  - Science   -   
 
Melissa Wolk has a B.A. in geology from SUNY Binghamton and an 
M.A. in earth science from SUNY Stony Brook.  Ms. Wolk served as a 
science teacher at Woodmere Middle School since January 2002.  
She has provisional New York State certification in earth science 7-
12.   


